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The President and the Literacy Test.

The House immigration hill, with the literacy
test imbedded in it, passed the Senate last night.
It now goes to conference committee, and will

resident for his

undoubtedly be submitted to the P

approval, although he has let °t be known that he
is firmly opposed to the literscy test. Thus for
the firet time #ince March 4. 1913, the Democratic

definitely challenged the

ma jo
Preside

It wrs the manifest tanes emocratic
Representatives =y olfer that cha
lenge which kept ipration ill sidetracked

in the Senate months. + the lnst

[\r many

election it could not have been brought to a vote,
The altered Democratic party

since November

situation in
t iz more than hinted at in the

action of the Senate vesterday in bidding defiance
to Mr. Wilson by a vote of 50 to 7.

We hope, nevertheless, that Mr. Wils
stand fast. Mr. Taft vetoed this same bill two
years ago, and 1t failed because there was no two-
thirds majority in the House of Representatives
Mr. Wilson should show
ictions, En-

opposing

n will

to pass it over his veto.

cqual courage in battling for his con

lightened sentiment will be with him in

the pending bill.

The literacy test for mm 5 8i @
lazy man's test. 1t sets up no fair or just stand-
ard of eligibility, It 15 not based on character

bodily health, capacit briety or any

are of real

other of the qualifications
portance in thoke who do the sort of work which
falls to the
examination does not

There

average alien immig

A literacy

the knave, the idler

exclude
or the parasite. can be no pretence that

literate immigrants will work harder, lead more

respectable lives and be more useful in the devel

opment of the industries which are

gration than will those whe never learned to read
and write. It is
voting. But it
to sift out at Ellis
as transient workers or as settlers from those who

roper 1o set up such a test

vagant to use 1t

1d those who are d

are undesira
The literacy

had anything

never

to recommend i of application.

Like all other n , it ap
peals
thoroughness. In having

1,200,000

the day were

an annual immigration of 1,000,000 to

easy, catchy device li that might have

geemed plausible,
But now, when the flood of immigration

somo

net

Some kind of a fish Wis

wanted.

has been greatly reduced, actually as well az rela-
If

tively, we need no such haphazard test. we
adopt one it should go beneath the surface and

try to make dizcriminations based on some demon-

v or ineligibility.

stration of genuine elig)
How little the for

nal test of liters waorth

Vi the
amended the House hill 80 as to open

was shown when Senate enthusiastically

our doors to

the exiled inhabitants of Belgium. If those good

le want to come here and settle we are natu-
P ni

rally glad to welcome them, waiving all questions
of literacy and “assisted immigration.” In a pinch
like this tificial
without a whimper.

discard our restrictions
That
conventional value they have.

We should
situation for the

facilitating their migration here,

we
shiows how merely a
be glad to see Congress save the
Belgians by passing & special
joint resolutior
But the immigration

and, once vetoed, it will have hard work getting

bill itself deserves a veto,

a two-thirds vote in the House of Representatives,

Great Brita'n's New Armices.

The creation of six new British armiecs shows
that the time
Britain's strength will be i
Three corps are to be assigned to

iz rapidly approaching when Gre
Iy felt in the

western

war theatre.
ench command, and if modern methods of
ved

There are probably enough recruits

organi.

zation are I each will consist of about
120,000 men,
in Great Britain of four or five months' training
to supply 720,000 for the six
Armies,

Idess about the lengih of training required to
turn out soldiers have been considerably modified
gince the war began. Germany and France put
first line inta the field August, and
the first line force hus now been worn down to

Second line and third line reserves

men needed

troops in
a shadow.
have been brought up, and the average in train-
ing and physical quality is now far below what
it was in August. Great Britain has supplied
in France about 250000 regulars and a small
number of territorinls, The troops which she is
now organizing arc of the first line elass in phye-
jeal quglifications, although short experi-
ence. Yet there is no reason why they should
not soon fight s well as French and German re-

on

gerves of the classes between thirty and forty-
five years of age, culled back to service after
long intervals in civil pursuits,

The Allies were greatly handicapped by Great
Britain’s late start in developing armies. But
there will be a goud deal of compensation in the
end. Great Britain can put 720,000 high class
troops into the field before the winter is over, and
this reinforcement will give the Allies a big pre-
ponderance in the western field. With its aid
they can gt a real offensive under way, and by
the middle of summer another British contingent
of 720,000 will probably be rea The longer
the war lasts the greater will be value of
normal first and second line troops, of which
Great Britain and the colonies can casily furnish
1,000,000, in addition to the six armies Just

H

the

erented.  The first vear of the war was Ger-
The second will be France's and

a third,

many's year.

Great Dritain’ The third, if there is
will probably be Russia’s, whose untouched sup-
plies of men still exceed those of an) other

belligerent.

I’'robing the Albany Departments.
Governor Whitman's project for a general in-
slite nif-T‘;;I!I.';#'}'.t- with a view to
reform i if it ean be
If it lecomes more than that

vestigation of
administrative excellent
confined to that.
the investigation *for reprisal:
bility o1 rongdoiigg
which He said it would not be—it is likely to be
spread that results could hardly ‘"‘
achieved within his term of office. Special inves-
tigations in cnses where criminal responsibility
was indicated might with fitness he an offshoot
from the proposed general probe. That, however,
strictlv limited to the one objeet of
¢ nature of the flaws in depart-

or to fix "l'—'«n:.«i-
on individuoals®

official w

out =0

should be

ertnining
ment workings and their proper remedy,

s inquiry there already exists n splen-
if the Governor can obtan 1t, in the
the Bureau of Municipal

findings of experts of
Research, who have raked the departments in a
survey of their methods of band! affairs. It
would pay Governor Whitman's investigators alvo
to read the report of the Sulzer Committee of
Inquiry and then to follow up much which that
0 into thoroughly. There have been
I correcting department

h to keep the Gove nor's probers in

LE

:nld}' didn’t

for

Festions

tudy for many a night. The trou-
le has been that the recommen ns weren't
followed. If Governor Whitman ean get from his
inquirs efinite a fnirly simple scheme of
betterment and then ean put that into effect, he
will deserve the thanks of the taxpayers.

Official  Denunciation
B REAFs

The report on traasit conditions on the Brook-
lyn Rapid Transit Company's lines submitted to
{he Public Serviee Commission by Joseph John-
son. chief of the Transit Bureau, is complete con-
demnation of the service, Doubtless more could
be said, but little more 1= necessary. The twelve
specific indietments cover the case well enough.
Not evenn a frozen traveller who has stood all the
way to far Canarsie would he likely to say more,

of the

Another

though his language might not be so parlia-
mentary.

It remainz to be aeen what will result from
this official arraignment. It is no news that
transit eonditions on these lines are unsatistac-
tory public  has  proclaimed that often
one Yet the Public Service Commission has

never been able to bring about sufficient better-
ments, Even this report from its investigator
comes after the Kings County Grand Jury has
begun an investigation, not only of transit con-
ditions, but of the commission’s attitude toward
them, on the recommendation of a judge who
lared his belief that there was criminal
ty for existing conditions. The trav-
fied to find that its knowl-

flatly dec
respons i

eliing public Is gra

edge is at last conceded by officialdom to be cor-
vect. What it wants—and wants badly—is some
action on this state of affairs which will bring

the lifetime of the present gen-

provemer Lt

eratian.

Keep the Apple Hanging High.
. his testimony

Lelore

Worcester uged a simile in
Philippines Committee which

the
up th of our relationship
Filipinos. said, “that the
practical way to develop the Philippine people 15
to let the spple hang high and make them elimb
for it, instead of telling them to hold their hats

ue pl ilosophy

“1 believe,"” he

and shake the tree”

Whitever we are going to give the Filipinos—
education, economic opportunity, political train-
ing, autonomy or even independence—we should
try to make them work for it themselves with all
the e v of which they wre capable. Self-help
is the t lesson in life—for peoples as well as
for individuals, A great inheritance thrust care-
lessly on an idler will he wasted; a great oppor-

.

ity put in the hands of an incompetent will Le

misused.

There ig no royal road to efficiency, and it is
y cowardly senticentalism to pieture the Fil-
ipinos in their present condition as fit for sclf-
let alone being fit to govern the non-
Christian in the Philippines, They will
grow ° p to sputonomy very gradually—after two
y, A& ex-President Taft
The apple is not ripe
The present administration is doing the Filipi
service in recklessly shaking the tree,

in

gavernment
race
generations possibly EU-

gested  yesterday. NOW,

a grave dis

Uncurbed Police as Dangerous as Crim-
inals,
The heads of the four big policemen’s organi-

zations officinlly deny that Mr. Willinm B. Ellison
them practically

was  speaking  for when he

threatened Commissioner Woods's administration
10

T -

with disaster unless a fre¢ hand were given
the men to club and arrest and enter house
miscuously without fear of penalty.
expected they would deny the rabid, ill-judged
attack on Mr. Woods and the ]')u]li'l' force 1tsell
which Mr. Ellison the
fact remains that he is counsel to these organi-

zatlons, receiving fees aggregating S10,000 a vear,

It was to be

fathered. Nevertheless,

according to Mr. Woods, and acting as lobbyist
for them whenever legislation is proposed which
ig deemed “unfriendly.” So what he said cannot
he passed over on their mere denial of its official
charucter,

If there iz any such® widespread discontent
within the Police Department as Mr. Ellison in-
dicated, it is a sien of ncompetency or insubordi-
nation. There can be no halfway ground, My,
Ellison says that the men should be treated as
“human 1 <hould encourdged and
backed in efforts to capture crooks; should have
complete freedom to employ
their clubs and pistols,
and fear civil  =uit
against them for mistakes. Mr. Woods probably
has gone further in treating the police as “human
beings" than any other Commissioner recent
years, except General Bingham and My, McKuy.
He certainly has backed them and applauded them
in their efforts to capture crooks and rid the city
of gangmen. e has proclaimed frequently (and
Mayor Mitchel hag reiterated it) the doctrine
that the police might use their elubs and pistols
on criminals who resisted arrest,

0
recently

beings be
stoolpigeons, use
euter suspected places
without of

make arrests

The Commissioner even entered into
controversy with a magistrate who censured a
patrolman for clubbirg a prisoner who fought him.
If the police do not know this alid believe it, they
are stupid and incompetent. 1f, knowing it, they

choose o take the course indicated by Mr. Ellizon

of bringing Mr. Woods's administration to fail-
ure, they must be insubordinate.

Mr. Ellison's idea seems to he that the polies
should be a roving army, without limitation on
their uctivities. Under such conditions the pub
lic would have more to fear from the police than
from the erooks, whom the ]:r;]i-'ll otight to fight.
Out of any such system of police 1
there must come brutality, i
law-

|‘||:.~1;'i}ilj.

as hl' ]'H"HI]I
efficiency, grafting, oppression and license
breaking in many forms.

From that state of affairs the police of this city
have gradually grown away, They ure, by and
large, too fine and sensible a body of men not to
know that what Mr. Ellison was talking waf
either nonsense or crazy politics, It is ineredible
that they should want what he snid that they
want. If they do, it is certnin they won't get it
and don’t need it for s proper and efficient en-
forcement of the lawe.

KING ALBER 'S BOOK.

Mr. Hall Caine kar edited a vl wapased of teibule
ta the Heloian King « Bee poaple. 1 Prifoidlgna dseine
staformen anid men uf letiers the sorki a i

the fien puemas belor

he Outlaws,
By RUDYARD KIPLING.

Tohrough learned and laborious yeursa

They ret themselves Lo
Fresh terrors and undreamed-of fenis
To help upon .
‘.ll'l' " wi LER | I -I
Tl oosed their 1
And utter
Tl vne pledgoed
Caldiv they t about tao
To life and make more drend

Abominations of old days,
That men believed were dead

They paid the price to réa b their gonl
Across a world in flame,

But their own hate slew their own soul
Before that victory eame.

Sonnet on the Belgian Expatriation,
By THOMAS HARDY.

I dreamt that people from the Lar
Arrived one sutumn maorn
To hoist them on the towr

Of my own country, that the musical rhyms

Rung by thom into space at measared time
1 v market's dmily stir and stress,
» mights’ empty starlit silentness
Might solace souls of this and kindred elime
Then 1 awoke: and lo. before me stood
The wned ones, but pale and full of fear:

rp, and Dstend

came, and A

No enrillone rirnin
Had left these tinkling to the invaders’ ear,

And ravaped street, and smouldering guble-end

From Bruges
in

BELGIAN MIGRATION TO AMERICA

A Plea from a Distinguished English Visitor for
Emergency Legislation.

To the E

Rir: hown in the United
the dis mians is one of the finest in
whien have marked the progress of tl
war. Money hazs been fortheoming in
dance, The food sent to Brussels has kept thous
from starvation. In every city, town nnd village
which I have visited in the United States there are
skilful fingers at work knitting or sewing to provide

States

ANSE
abun-

s

clothing for the destitute families of the dis
people. i outburst of huamani g
deserves
dent to a p
enl as the pe
r . anly poestponing Crom day
aof sturvation, and ma must
the question, What next? The qguest
heing asked in so ny quarters that e con

e found uscful.
i London there are many

siderations beuring on it r

1. Amoeng the refupecs
who ean think of ne future except a return to Hel
gium and an attempt to rebuild their homes, which
have been ruthles destroved. But this i3 not the
younger They nre inelined to say,
» eared Tor and worked

mind of
“We have
for destroved,

everyt

We m

[

und we mean to begin where the [ruits of our work
will not be tuken from u (ne wrience such ms
we huve had 12 enough for a lifetime. Our are

to the new world as the land of hope

turning
. .

1y way of getling a start there?
) people are, as & whole, as thrifty,

Is there :
lelgi

clean, industrious nnd willing workers us any that
are found in Europe But they are exszentially a
community folk, They have not the kind of inde

pendetice which maks the Scot an ideal emigrant, or
the unfailing humor which makes the Irishman ut
Wome everywhere. If they come gver here as indi-
vidun! waifs asd strays will probably succumb

to the strangeness of their new <=irr-.>||nn_hn;:.: drift
into the foreign quarters of large cities, and add
i fresh element to an overstocked market for casual
labor. 1 they could come over as communitie

pgriculturists, shopkeepors, elorks, t hers, head-

workers and handworkers together in something like
their old relationships—they would find it much ens-
ier to “make good,” und they would probably add a
nuch more positive and useful element to the life
of the United States.

4. Such & migration of communities to America
wauld not seriously interfere with the repopulation

of Belgium when thut hecomes possible Belgrium
was o densely populated ecountry, about equnl to
fussachusetts and one-third more. A dense popu-

¢ 0N n NaArrow

Sition cah

strip of ground when it

growa there, but once disturbed, it 1= very diffieult to
get it back. It will be many years before Re

in & eondition to support the same number of
neople us it maintained before the war, While we

are waiting for that there is almost time to ervate
w Belgium on this #ide of the Atlantic. If, on
he other hand, the Kaiser suceeeds in keeping any
part of Helgium for his German subjects, the Bel-
gians will not want to return to bear a foreign yoke
nor will they be wanted by the Germans ".\""'T-“' ](:
pay heavy war taxes

i There nre in the Southern States, in the West

and in Cansda considerable tracts of land which
might be used for Belginn settloments. There are
also many petriotic and philanthropic Americans
repdy to advanee eapital with the objeet of gecuring

a pied @ terre for the Belgians, and at the same time
adding & valusble element to the population of the
United States. They know that if the Belginns come
e thev will bring with them their own skill, indus-
and proficiency in such urts as flower culture, luce
muking, glass manufacture and the thrifty habits of
Continental civilization
6. HBut at the present there is one obstacle to this
happy consummation—the immigration laws, These
laws were not pn-lrt‘] for such an emergency as this,
They did not contemplate the possibility of 4 com-
munity migration, and at present they effectunlly
close the door of hope to those who would like 10
help the Belgians to begin apain. At the present
moment & new immigration law is under discussion,
It would be easily possible to add sueh a cluuse or
clauses to the law ns would allow a regulated nnd
properly financed immigration of Belgian communi.
ties to the States if there were any popular mandate
for sueh an nlteration. Here the peaple are the
source of law, and it remains for them to give ex-
pression to their humanitarian sympathies in such »
way as to mike these sympathies reully effective in
helping » distressed people. The situation is one
without precedent in history. There is no ‘parallel
available showing what should be done with a popu-
ation of a million and & half suddenly divorced from
ts home, its work, and its m livelihood. |
it mot an oceasion worthy of Ameyican
well as American philanthropy ?
DUGALD MACFADYEN,
Minister South Grove Congregational Church, Lon-
den.
Hotel Seville, New York, N, ¥,

s of

mitiative as

e ——————

somewhere, *

THE

WAR FOR WOMEN

If Militarism ls to Return Let Girls
Drill as Well as Boys.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: The sugge.tion of Mayor Mits hel,
as read by mu in =ev { the news
papers, to have m ! & in
troduced in the publie scl 1

to apply to the boys aloy

dent advocate of equal suf

pay for equal work and equisl oppe

nities for women, | should like to pro
test neainst such unjust diseriminatio
Sinee, evidently, the busines Wil
ta he revived and re-estublisl
this training for future ocvuput
should pot be given to the bhoys to
welusion of the givls T'h wk of
such training at th
will be a serious hand

their future work —a ri
be overlooked by the o
L : ‘h,“ tarre ll']\l".' ne

ROSALIE G
Syosset, N, Y., Jan, 1, 1815

ONE CAUSE OF POVERTY

citd

How Buying on the Instalment Plan
Hits the Working Girl.

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In answer to and in thorot
sppreciation of Mrs, ud  Nathan's
letter in to-duy’s puper: “What is tl
over increasing  cause of  po
against which wo strogy

Our credit and  ins JILI ;
The worst and moat dy kind
slnvery, Leave men outl. A girl work-
ing for 86 & week is a Jjoke "on the
job" if she doesn’t dress well, How
does she do it? Instalments on poor
roods which are worn out before paid

Then what?
an't go g
h i nfford. One s
ne place on

of

in

to in wlothes

I‘.“n‘.‘l".l Vernon, N. Y., [

As to a Defender of Militarism,
To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir; 8o Henry Weismann, of the
German-Amerienn  Allinnee, does not
arree with the pastor of the Plymouth
Chureh, of Brooklyn. He doesn’t think
it's wrong that an entire nation of in
dustrions, frugal individual
chained to the task of
ends meet —husband, w
daughters each contribut
share—Jjust to n T
gant royalty and ari
a bellicose military cast
deem it wrong when people are
prison for giving expression t
views of their country's ruler, be such
viewa ever fo Just, ele, ete,

But who agrees with Mr. W
Do those who jointly form the
man-American Alliance with him?
they do =0 now they surely »
disavowed him twenty years

-

w

n company with Herr Johann Most
wis ndvoeating the expropriatian of
certain whom he regarded as
nreh thieves, drones of soc
Hrooklyn, Dec, 20, 1814, S.

Straining at a Gnat and Swallowing a
Camel.

To the Editor of The Tribune

Sir: Compare the loss cuused to a few
hundred merchants whose shipments
have been detiained, justly so in many
cusrs, sinee contruband artieles were
concealed in non-contraband goods,
compuare this logs caused by the Britisl
government with that eaused to us by
Germany in inviding Belgium and jn-
fticting such destruction of pstries
and homes that millions are shelterless
anid are on the point ¢f starvation and
are beMmg kept alive principally at ous
CXpense

If we protest rgainfy the loss to our
chippers capsed by delays growing out
of Grest Britain's action, ought not

| we to protest againat the far greater!

loss which has come to us through our

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

FIZZLED!

AL GO

iT

orts, shiploads of provisions, to
e in some measure the distress
misery which Germany has in-
upon & nation whose only of-
was that it wanted to remsain &f
eace with all its neighbors?
P. H. CLARK.

Y., Dec. 31, 1914.

betal N,

PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER

ST e

Two Republican Governors as Viewed
by an Admirer of Both.
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: 1 recall an editorial in which,
time ago, you lamented that as

vet no highly able candidate has
appeared above the political horizon.
[ eannot agree with you; nor deo dozens
of good Republicuns with whom 1 have
talked. The n that is current

iy the {ructions of the

blican party iz that the recen

tions have, as it were, thrown into
soliticnl focusz two men,

¢ v men, | hardly need say,
wly elected Governors o
and Pennsylvania. Charles
n and Martin G. Brumbaugh
tieir respective states by “ns-
¢ mujorities. Hoth are men of
hest type. Both are regulars;
are unusually progressive:
can probably satisfy the
vequisite in o Republican candic

10165, akility to unite the two wings
i the purty
The two men rt‘pl'l"-f"f.t. h-:‘x--\'or. two

I ypes in American polities.
trirn bhetter known, has & na-
o reputation that rests mainly
U uetounding success in prose-
cutitle eriminals in the municipal field.
The people believe in him because they
sre convineed he is both honest and
extremely  uble Brumbaugh, though
not so widely known, kas yet s reputa-
tion that extends beyond the limits o
Jis own stute. It rests on educational
| exveutive work, as @ mere list of
will show. He has been
county superintendent,
ident, nrofessor in the Uni-
Pennselvanin, Commissioner
ion to Porto Rico and super-
of the Philundelphin schools,
ane represents a type that is
muck-raking, or destrue-

hi yetivities

ion

ne. t
ve; the other, the educational, or eon-
tructive

In considering the sort of candidate

I
tiv

it mu4t have in 1916 the
ponder the situation carefully.
ponder especially (wo things. The first
i the temper of the country. The peo-

ple, narticularly the business world, is
tired of eriticism and impatient of per-
{ It is looking hopefully

1 ers of developmert and pros-
W n enlightenment and effi-
hall play leading roles. Apain,
Hepubliean vy will probably
tg opno in the rationnl forum 8
{ educating snd constructive
Superintendent Brumbaugh
kas o man who will not suffer
son, in educationsl and c(x-

alning, with even the present

arty must
It must

lender of the Demoeratic party.
F , the party is awaking to the
it has in Governor Brum-

fiet
W . more than in wny other man, &
big, wvital, genisl, virile personality.
HBrumbsugh is the kind of man, all hi=
friend« know, who wins elections
throt sn  extraordinsry personal
pop its Only let the Republican
oters throughout the country know
what those in Pennsylvania knew, and
the teiumph of last November will be
repeated in the coming national cam-
paign FREDERICK B. LINDSEY.
Waldwick, N. J., Dec 30, 1914,

An Anti-Suffrage Hand Grenade.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Hore's nmmunition for the anti-
suffragists, notably Annie Riley Hale
and Marjorie Dorman, who say every
“suf* |s an incipient Mormon.

Women have voted in Arizona sinec
1012, therefore just before Christmas
it pained for seven days in that state;
the Santa Cruz (net Claus) River
sprend like the latter day saints and
mussed up the landscape expensively

Do we want to sce the Hudson be-
having like that?

ANTI-SUFFRAGETTE LOGIC,

Tarrytown, N. Y, Dec. 30, 1914,

THE POLISH CAUSE

The Need of a Reunited Nation Erect-
ed as a Free State.

tor of The Tribune
~ird ¢ accept
& Happ; Year f
e, who has beer

en appreciative reader
May it in the coming 3
with a huge increase in circulation i
remuneration for ity quality:
in the coming vear not only cont
to write as fairly about Poland as it
flas written the past year, but also eluei-
date more clearly to the reading world
the want not only
raine to be reunited with their national
Lody, but also of the territories torn

To the ¥
Sir: [

I
New

muse

from the Republic of Paland, and de-
monstrate to the world the need to
mankind of Palund, re-
erectod pa o state. able to
resume the noble work

she had been doing for humanity until
she wns interrupted toward the close
of the eighteenth century by the three

German bandits—the King of Prass'a,
the Empress of Russin and the Em-
press of Austrin!

In this conmnection 1 sghould observe
{learer view of the Polish cause,
and ore ocasily attained, may be ae-
quired by a perusal of the material
supplied by “Free Poland,” which is
published in Chieago. 1 am ealling
vour attention to “Freo Poland” be-
cauze—thoueh I do not doubt that you
receive it—I fear that, pereeiving by its
exterior that “Free Polund™ is a pub-
liration providing “the truth about Po-
lond and her people,” you have imme-
dintely coucluded thut in quality of ar-
ticles it is eaquivalent to “The Father-
land™ (which, notwithstanding the den-
nite srticle in its name, stands not for
the United States, but for the hirth-
place of “kultur”), ana that you there-
fore never turn the title page and
never s¢an the contents,

Had vou, however, glanchd beyond
the title page you should have beheid
a glaring difterence between “Free Po-
land” and Viereek's “The Germans'
Fatherlanc.” the difference between
culture, which to the Poles signifies
the same that it does te the English,
the French nand the Italinns, and
“kultur,” which |sbthe nth degree of
vandulism and barbarity.

= WACLAW f‘I'IRKO“'SI{I.
No. 265 West 125th st., New Yoik, Jan.

1, 1915,

Miss Rodman's Employer Was the
City.
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Your correspondent in yester-
duy’s issue is wrong in placing Miss
Rodman as un employe of the Bourd of
Fducation. She is an employe of the
citizens of the city, us ure the members
of the board. As such she has the same
right to criticise the action of the
boerd in the matter under considera-
tion as have other citizens. Had Dr.
Maxwell, who I infer is her senior in
years, in a kindly manner ealled her
attention to the form of the eriticism
as casting a seeming reflection upon
the members of the board as gentle-
men Miss Rodman, as a lady, would no
doubt have disclaimed her intention to
do so and cheerfully apologized. The
course which was taken by the board
was not credituble to them, either as
officinls or as citizens, C. T. MORSE,

Brooklyn, Jan. 1, 1915,

What the Minimum Wage Means.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: It is noted that the honored
president of the Consumers” League ad-
vocates the formation of a permanent
commizsion to desl with the wage
question. Moreover, it ia stated that
.uch a commission “is the only logieal
method to determine wages.” Many will
doubtleas dissent from wpch  conelu-
sion. on the basis that the matter of
wage and serviee is one which no com-
mission ean possibly settle, Wages are
properly based on efciency and are
modified by the law of supply and de
mand. Moreover, a right to establixh
a minimum wage implies a rmight to

| establish & maximum wage and &n in- | sigeed 4 coery cosr

termediate wage. In fact, if the right
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THE CONTRABAND DISPUTE

A Reader Regrets the Manner of Our
Protest as First Made Public.
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